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From te Editor’s Desk (contd)

1. The Power of Al and Its Ethical Implications: Artificial Intelligence
(Al) continues to shape our world. From personalized
recommendations to autonomous vehicles, Al is everywhere. But
with great power comes great responsibility. As we embrace Al, let
us also consider its ethical implications. How can we ensure fairness,
transparency, and accountability in Al systems. While Al promises
efficiency, accuracy, and new possibilities, it also raises ethical
questions that we, as responsible people, must address.

2. The Power of Al-Generated Content: Al algorithms can now
generate news articles, summaries, and even opinion pieces.

This presents both opportunities and challenges. On one hand, Al can assist in data analysis, fact-checking,
and content creation. On the other hand, we must ensure transparency—acknowledging when Al has played
arole in producing content.

3. Bias and Fairness: Al systems learn from historical data, which can perpetuate biases present in society.
As editors, we must scrutinize Al-generated content for any unintended bias. Additionally, we should
actively seek diverse perspectives and ensure that Al tools are calibrated to avoid favoring any particular
group.

4. Accountability and Attribution: When Al contributes to an article, how do we attribute its role?
Transparency is key. Our readers deserve to know when an algorithm has been involved in shaping the
narrative. We must strike a balance between celebrating Al's capabilities and maintaining trust with our
audience.

5. The Human Touch: While Al can process vast amounts of information, it lacks the human intuition,
empathy, and context that seasoned journalists bring to their work. As editors, we must blend the strengths
of Al with our editorial judgment. The human touch remains irreplaceable.

In this era of Al, let us uphold our commitment to truth, accuracy, and integrity. As chief editor, | encourage
us to embrace Al.

| wish to convey our warmest gratitude to Emeritus Professor Peter Okebukola who is the visioner of this
Association. We also appreciate the entire executive members ably led by Distinguished Professor Eyitope
0. Ogunbodede and the entire members of Module 8 VICBHE for lighting this path of information
dissemination. Thank you for being part of Al practitioners. As we journey together, let us learn, connect,
and create positive change.

Warm regards,
Editor-in-Chief
Prof Nkechinyere Nwokoye
Publicity Secretary, NAAIP

AT (o]

Our Vision is to be the leading catalyst for Al advancement in Nigeria, shaping a future where Al is
harnessed ethically and effectively to address societal challenges, drive economic growth, and
enhance the well-being of all Nigerians.

The membership of NAAIP is drawn from the academia, professional groups and other distinguished
Nigerians who are committed to the tenets of our Charter and the advancement of responsible
integration of Al into scholarship and professional practice.

Emeritus Professor Peter Okebukola OFR orchestrated the formation of NAAIP, a sequel to the
completion of VICBHE Module 8 training program on ABC of Artificial Intelligence. NAAIP is today
blessed with the founder and chancellor of Afe Babalola University, Ado-Ekiti (ABUAD), Aare Afe
Babalola, OFR, CON, SAN as the Chairman Board of Trustees, along with other Board members
including Emeritus Professor Peter Okebukola OFR, Prof. Rukayat Ahmed Rufai, Prof. Suleiman Ambali,
Prof. Andy Ogochukwu Egwunyenga, Chief Chucks Igwillo (SAN) and Prof Bobboi Umar.

National Association of Al Practitioners | Page 2



NAAIP Executive Commitfee Members

Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede - President

Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede [BSc. Hons, BChD, MPH, PhD,
DDPH RCS (England), FFD RCS (Ireland), FNCS, FNAMed] was
appointed Professor in 2000. He is an internationally
renowned expert in Dental Public Health/Community-based
research. He was Vice-Chancellor of Obafemi Awolowo
University (OAU), Ile-Ife (2017 to 2022). Professor
i Ogunbodede also at various times served as Head of
- Department, Dean, and Provost (College of Health Sciences)
k o ‘ at OAU. He has published over 100 scientific journal articles,
and authored 5 books.

He was Honorary Visiting Professor to the University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa, from 2000 to
2010. He was also Visiting Professor, Harvard School of Dental Medicine, USA from May 2012 to April 2013.
He has been Principal or co-investigator in 15 national and international researches supported by grants.
Professor Ogunbodede was the Convener and Foundation President, International Association for Dental
Research (IADR), Nigerian Division. He was also President of the African and Middle East Region of the
Association (IADR), and served on the 12-member International Governing Board of the Association from
2014 to 2017. Professor Ogunbodede envisioned and set up the DEMA Foundation Dental Museum, the
first Dental Museum in Africa, which houses his collections over the years. He was Foundation Editor-in-
Chief of the African Journal of Oral Health (AJOH), and currently serve on the Editorial Boards of 9
professional journals. Professor Ogunbodede has won several distinctions and awards.

He is very versatile in the use and application of Computers and he is a Honorary Fellow of the Nigerian
Computer Society (FNCS).

Professor Emmanuel Samu Dandaura
- Vice President North Central

Professor Emmanuel Samu Dandaura (PhD, fnipr, fsonta, fana, fta,
fitin, FNAL) is a renowned expert in development communication
and cultural studies. He was a founding faculty member at the
University of Abuja (1990) and Nasarawa State University (2009). His
academic contributions include 105 publications in national and
international journals, books, and monographs. Notably, he
developed the Development Entertainment Theory in 2010,
advancing theatre for development communication.

Dandaura's influence extends globally through public lectures and visiting professorships at 18
universities across five continents, including the Chinese University, Hong Kong, York University in
Canada, and Makerere University in Uganda.

In policy and cultural development, Dandaura chaired the study that mapped Nigeria's Cultural and
Creative Industries in 2013, aiding their economic integration and contributing to Nigeria's status as
Africa's largest economy. He has consulted for international organizations like UNICEF, the World Bank;
and UNESCO, where he has chaired expert committees and contributed to key cultural initiatives. As a
Communication and Cultural expert for the African Union, he helped develop over nine continental
standard-setting instruments in the past 13 years, including the African Union Model Law for the
Protection of Cultural Property and Heritage and the AU Revised Plan of Action on Cultural and Creative
Industries.

Professor Dandaura is the founding Executive Director of the Institute of Strategic and Development
Communication, Nasarawa State University, Keffi, and chairs the implementation committee of the world's
first University of Public Relations and Leadership. He holds fellowships with several prestigious
organisations, including the Nigerian Institute of Public Relations, the Nigerian Academy of Letters, and
the Nigeria Association of Authors.
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NAAIP Executive Committee Members

Professor Joy Eyisi - Vice President South East

Joy Eyisi is a Professor of English, Chairperson, Committee of Deans and
Directors and Director, Students’ Industrial Work Experience Scheme,
National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN). She is the pioneer Director,
NOUN Special Study Centre for the National Assembly (2015-2017) and
the first female Deputy Vice-Chancellor of NOUN (2017-2019). She
obtained her PhD from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, in 2000. In
2007, she emerged the youngest Professor of Nnamdi Azikiwe University,
Awka. 20th March, 2024, marked her 27 years’ experience as a university
lecturer and 17 years as Professor. Eyisi is the first Nigerian to receive the
prestigious award of the International Academy of Linguistics,
Behavioural and Social Sciences as the Best Paper Presenter, in New
Orleans, USA (2010).

She had specialised trainings at the University of Wolverhampton, UK, University of Houston, Pace
University, USA, Galilee International Management Institute, Israel, Open University, UK, and Police Training
School, Ikeja, where she graduated as a Supernumerary Police Officer, Chief Superintendent of Police (CSP,
2018) with two awards: the Best Graduating Student* and *the Most Valuable Student. She has taught English
language courses in different universities, such as: Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Paul University, Awka,
Ebonyi State University, Abakaliki, Federal University Ndifu-Alike, Ikwo, and Ahmadu Bellow University, Zaria.
Professor Eyisi is a UN Ambassador for Peace, World Ambassador for Peace, a recipient of many academic
leadership awards, including inter alia Excellent Leadership Award, First Bank of Nigeria (2008), Most
Prestigious Academic Excellence Award, University of Nigeria Alumni Association (UNAA,2010), Most
Outstanding Lecturer on Sabbatical, National Open University of Nigeria (2011), Academic Excellence Award,
Nnamdi Azikiwe University (2013). She is currently rounding off her PhD in ODL, University of Ibadan. Her
current research is on two modes of computer-assisted instructions/learning outcomes in English among
students of NOUN. She belongs to many professional associations. Professor Eyisi is well-published. She says:
The noblest search is the search for excellence. Aspire to the zenith! Never look for Very Good where
Excellent is possible.

Professor Shehu Adamu lya - Vice President North East

Shehu A. lya is a Professor of Agricultural Engineering with
the Modibbo Adama University, Yola, Adamawa State,
Nigeria. He had his Bachelor’s degree at the University of
Maiduguri in 1987, he obtain his Masters and Ph.D degrees at
the prestigious Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria and University
of Ilorin respectively. He has specialized in farm power and
machinery. He held many senior academic and administrative
positions in the university and a one-time Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Admin).

He has participated in almost all the courses run by Virtual Institute for Capacity Building for Higher
Education (VICBHE) under the auspices of National Universities Commission (NUC) National Open
University of Nigeria (NOUN) and TETFund. He has obtained a Post Graduate Higher Certificate in
Education from Grenoble Graduate School of Business at France. He is registered with the Council for
Regulation of Engineering in Nigeria as a certified engineer and a fellow of the Institution of Agricultural
Engineers (NIAE). Also, a member of the National Association of Artificial Intelligence Practitioners
(NAAIP) and the Vice - President (North—East) of the association.
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NAAIP Executive Committee Members

Professor Nasiru Maiturare - Vice President North West
Professor Maiturare was born on June 16th, 1963 in Paiko, Niger State,
Nigeria. He began his academic journey at L.E.A. Primary School Paiko
(Now UK Bello Primary School) and later at Government College Bida.
Graduating with a B.Sc. in Actuarial Science from Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria in 1985, he pursued further studies, earning a Master’s Degree and
PhD in Business Administration, specializing in Finance. He augmented his
qualifications with Computer Certificates from IMC New Delhi and IIT
Bombay, India in 2001, and a Certificate in University-Enterprise
Partnerships from IIEP, Paris, France in 2003. He recently obtained a
Certificate on Artificial Intelligence (Al) for Teaching, Research and
Community Service with Distinction from the Virtual Institute for Capacity
Building in Higher Education (VICBHE).

Since 1987, Professor Maiturare has been a dedicated Lecturer at the Department of Business
Administration/Actuarial Science, A.B.U., Zaria, with a notable sabbatical engagement at the National Pension
Commission (PenCom) Abuja in 2013. Holding various management positions within the university system,
including Head of Department, Dean of Faculty, and Director of Institute, he has contributed significantly to
academic administration.

From 2015 to 2019, he served as the fourth Vice Chancellor of Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai,
Niger State, leaving an indelible mark on academia. His scholarly contributions include over 40 published
articles and numerous paper presentations in Actuarial Science, Insurance, and Finance, showcased in
academic conferences across Nigeria and overseas.

On a national scale, Professor Maiturare has held significant roles such as Vice Chairman of the Technical
Advisory Group (TAG) of Tetfund and membership of the Technical Committee on the CBN Centre of
Excellence in Accounting, Banking & Finance, and Economics. He is a distinguished Fellow and Council
member of the Institute of Actuaries Nigeria, a Fellow of the Risk Management Society of Nigeria, and a
founding member of the Academy of Management Nigeria. Presently, he serves as the Vice President (North-
West) of the National Association of Artificial Intelligence Practitioners (NAAIP).

Professor Smaranda Olarinde - Vice-President South-West

Professor Olarinde Elisabeta Smaranda is a distinguished academic and
legal practitioner with over 40 years of experience. As a Professor of Law
and a Fellow of both the Nigerian Institute of Chartered Arbitrators and
the Institute of Corporate Administration of Nigeria, she has significantly
contributed to legal education and practice. From 2011 to 2021, she led
the College of Law at Afe Babalola University, Ado Ekiti (ABUAD),
achieving numerous accolades, including a 100% pass rate in the 2018
Final Bar Examinations and multiple top student awards at the Nigerian
Law School. Under her leadership, ABUAD's College of Law became the
university’s best college for four consecutive years and launched its Ph.D.
program in law in 2019.

Professor Olarinde has also been instrumental in fostering academic collaborations, such as the MOU with
the Nigerian Institute of Chartered Arbitrators. Currently serving as the Vice-Chancellor and a Governing
Council member at ABUAD, she also contributes to the governance of Ahman Pategi University and has
served on the Council of Legal Education. Her scholarly work includes numerous articles and co-authored
books on torts and legal practice. She has led and participated in various international research initiatives
focused on women's rights, land tenure, and child protection. Additionally, she has held various
administrative roles, including Acting Vice-Chancellor and Deputy Vice-Chancellor at ABUAD, and was
appointed Chief External Examiner for Ekiti State by the Joint Admission and Matriculation Board of
Nigeria. Professor Olarinde is also the West Africa Representative of the Association of African Universities
and serves on the West Africa Regional Committee of the Association of Commonwealth Universities. She
is the Vice-President, South-West, of the National Association of Artificial Intelligence Practioners in
Nigerian.
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NAAIP Executive Committee Members

Professor Jonathan Tsetimi - Vice-President South-South

Professor of Industrial Mathematics. Director, Center for

Research and International Programmes, Delta State University

(DELSU), Abraka, Nigeria.

Qualifications: BSc (Hons), MSc and PhD (Industrial

Mathematics)- UNIBEN, PGDBA -DELSU

Research Interests: Industrial Mathematics, Mathematical

Computing, Operations Research, Data Analysis, Scheduling,

Artificial Intelligence.

Teaching: Courses at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels include; Mathematical Programming,
Programming Languages, Operations Research, Optimization, Mathematical Methods, Stochastic Processes,
Numerical Analysis, Data Analysis, Non-parametric Methods, Computer Applications, ICT Applications, e-
business.

Publications: Over 60 publications spanning his areas of research interest, expertise and multidisciplinary
collaborations.

Professor Tsetimi is a distinguished academic in the field of Industrial Mathematics and Al. Before joining the
university system, he worked at various times as; System Analyst, Programmer and ICT trainer. He was a
consultant with the World Bank and the African Development Bank on ICT Management for institutional
strengthening projects in Nigeria. As Director of CRIP, he plays a pivotal role in fostering a vibrant research
culture and spearheading international collaborations. His commitment to innovation extends to his active
participation in the DELSU’s ICT committee for several years running. Professor Tsetimi’s position as the Vice-
President South-South of NAAIP signifies his dedication to advancing the field of Al across the South-South
region of Nigeria. His expertise and leadership will be instrumental in promoting collaboration among Al
practitioners, fostering research and development efforts, and ensuring the ethical and responsible application
of Al for the benefit of all.

Dr Kehinde Adesoye Abiola - General Secretary

He is Proprietor and Former Rector, Living Spring College of Technology,
Osogbo. Holds PhD Business Administration (specialized in Not-for Profit
Management), MBA, PGDE, B. Agriculture.

Fellow, Nigerian Institute of Management (FNIM); Fellow, Association of
Corporate Governance Professionals in Nigeria (FCGP); Fellow, Institute of
Business Management and Policy Development (FBMP); Fellow, Chattered Board
of Administrators (FCBA), among others. Dr. Abiola is a Chattered Management
Practitioner (CMP) of the Nigerian Institute of Management, License no 170.

He was also Co-Head, Ziyanda Capital Joint Venture, Sandston City, South Africa
(2014 to 2018); National President Old Students’ Association, St Davids
Grammar School, Ode-Omu (2018 to date) and Chairman, Governing Board of
the government school (August 2021 to date);

Member, Board of Trustees, Glorious Vision University (May 2021 to date); Member Board of Trustees, Proposed
Universal Open University (November 2023 to date). Dr. Abiola has 25 years work experience as Management staff
of four major Non-Governmental Organizations and as CEO of three, for 18 years, including, National Executive
Director, Nigeria Opportunities Industrialization Centers (NOIC) (affiliate of OIC International USA); General
Secretary/CEO, YMCA of Lagos and Director-General, Global Centre for Resource and Policy Development. He was
Head, Directorate of Membership and Branch Development, Institute of Directors (loD)Nigeria

Dr Kehinde Abiola is a Specialist Grants Proposal Writer with proven track record in fundraising. His presentation
on Grant Writing won award at the International Conference of Affiliates of OIC International, Philadelphia, USA,
February,2009.Dr. Abiola developed course curriculum and synopsis, coordinated courses and supervised
projects in Nonprofit Studies

Dr Kehinde Abiola had Distinction Plus in VICBHE Module 8 Course on ABC of Artificial Intelligence and he’s a
recipient of Peter Okebukola Prize on Best Projects of the course.
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NAAIP Executive Committee Members

Professor Aleruchi Chuku - Assistant General Secretary

Aleruchi Chuku, an accomplished academic and administrator with
over two decades of experience in scientific research, teaching, and
leadership is a Professor of Medical Mycology with the Department of
Microbiology, Federal Unversity of Lafia.

Professor Chuku’s career began as a research scientist with the
National Veterinary Research Institute, Vom in Plateau State, where
she worked with the Dermatophylosis Unit of the Bacteriology
Department and served as an adjunct Lecturer at the Federal College
of Veterinary and Medical Laboratory Technology, Vom.

Thereafter, she joined the Federal University of Lafia and served as Head of Department of Microbiology,
Director of Student Industrial Work Experience Scheme (SIWES), Head of University Curriculum Development
Unit, Director of Academic Planning, and currently serves as Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Academic Affairs.

Her research work has led to several research grants and the authoring of over sixty (60) journal articles in
renowned peer-reviewed national and international journals, as well as over thirty (30) conference and
workshop papers, with research interests in Indoor fungi, cost-effective methods of fungi preservation in
developing countries, mycotoxins and human health, and community public health.

Professor Chuku is a member of several professional organizations, including the Institute of Medical
Laboratory Science Council of Nigeria (AMLSCN), the International Society for Human and Animal Mycology
(ISHAM), the Mycological Society of Nigeria (MYCOSON), Nigerian Society for Microbiology (NSM), and
American Society for Microbiology (ASM).

Professor Aleruchi Chuku is involved in several advocacy, humanitarian and community development efforts,
such as the Nigerian Red Cross Society, a Special Marshal of the Federal Road Safety Corp (FRSC), Chairman
Board of Trustees of GraceCity Empowerment Foundation Nigeria, and a strong advocate of Girl Child
education. She is a seasoned and eloquent public speaker with great presentation skills, an astute organizer
who loves and enjoys working with teenagers.

Professor Khadijat Adenola Yahaya - Treasurer

Prof. Khadijat Adenola Yahaya, FCA is the Treasurer of the National
Association of Artificial Intelligence Practitioners (NAAIP). She was born
in lkeja, Lagos state to the family of Mr. and Mrs. F.K. Adenola. She has
B.Sc. Accounting (2nd Class Upper Hons.) at Bayero University Kano in
2001; M.Sc. Accounting, Postgraduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) and
Ph.D. Accounting and Finance in 2005, 2007 and 2011 respectively from
the University of Ilorin, Nigeria. She became a Professor of Accounting
at the University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria with specialization in Financial
Reporting and Taxation in 2022.

Prof. Khadijat was certified as a Professional Teacher by the Teachers Registration Council of Nigeria in 2017.
Her research interest are Financial Reporting and Taxation. She holds a Certificate of National Association of
Certified Valuators Analyst, Consultants’ Training Institute, Las Vegas, USA.

She is a full Professor at Department of Accounting, Faculty of Management Sciences, University of llorin,
Ilorin, Nigeria. She was the Pioneer former Sub-Dean, Faculty of Management Sciences, between 2013 and
2017 and former Head, Department of Accounting, University of llorin, llorin, Nigeria between 2019 and 2021.
Prof. Khadijat is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nigeria (ICAN). Currently, she is the
Chairman ICAN Illorin and District Society. Prof. Khadijat became a member of the Chartered Institute of
Taxation of Nigeria (CITN) in 2019. In 2011, Prof. Khadijat won a Scholarship Award for Capacity Building in
Higher Education due to active participation in a programme organized by Virginia State University,
Petersburg, United States of America. Prof. Khadijat hails from Ogun State, Nigeria and she is happily married
to a University Don; Prof. Yahaya, Lasiele Alabi, the current Dean of the Faculty of Education University of
Ilorin, Nigeria and the union is blessed with lovely children.
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NAAIP Executive Committee Members

Prof. Nkechinyere Anthonia Nwokoye - Publicity Secretary

Prof Nkechinyere Anthonia Nwokoye is a professor of Igho
literature and currently with the Deptartment of Igbo, African &
Communication Studies, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka. She was

‘iﬂ} born on November 11, 1964 at Onitsha, Anambra State. She hails

S from Amawbia, Awka South L.G.A. She attended Okpoko

& ’_-';_# Community Primary School (1978) and Isiekenesi High School
(1984). She attended Federal Polytechnic, Oko, before moving to

< \ \’ the prestigious University of Nigeria, Nsukka for her first and

second degrees in Linguistics/Igbo (1992 and 1997 respectively),

and finally at the same University she obtained her PhD in (2007).
From 2011 till 2016 she attended several trainings/programs in different Universities in China among
which are Xiamen University, China in 2011, Beijing University of Technology, China (2013), Xiamen
University, China (2014), Shanghai Normal University, China (2015) and finally Xiamen University, China
in (2016). Award received among others are Pita Nwana in Igbo literature, Federal Govt Scholarship
Award, Chinese Government Scholarship (HANBAN) 2010 and Ambassador of the Kingdom Award (AG
Nigeria).
She started her University lecturing with University of Nigeria Nsukka before finally settling with
Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka. She is a member of the following professional bodies: Member,
Nigeria Academy of Letter, Member, Linguistics Association of Nigeria, Member, Igbo Studies
association, Member, University Women Association, Member, Association of Promoting African
Studies, Member, Federation of Academic Women Education, Nigeria, Member, Governing Council
Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Member, Governing Council Evangel University Akaeze
She is among others the External Examiner of PhD and MA Theses. She has served as Chairman and
Member of Accreditation Team in various Nigerian Universities. She has held positions like Vice
President and Publicity Secretary of different organisations. She has attended and presented papers in
many national and international conferences.

Dr. Elvis O. Otamere - Administrative Officer, NAAIP

Dr. Elvis O. OTAMERE joined the services of the National
Open University of Nigeria in October 2007 as a Principal
Systems Analyst in the Directorate of Information
Technology Support Services (DITSS). He rose through the
ranks to become Deputy Director in January 2017. He
obtained his first-degree B.Sc. (Computer Science) in 1990
and MBA in 2004 both at the University of Benin. He
obtained a second Master’s degree in Information Science
(M. Inf. Sc.) in 2010 at the University of Ibadan. He
obtained the Ph.D degree in Information Science in 2023.
He is a member of the Nigeria Computer Society (NCS) and
also a member of Computer Professional Registration
Council of Nigeria (CPN). His research interests include
System Analysis, Information Policy and System End-user
Satisfaction.
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Association of Artificial
Practitioners (NAAIP) was founded on April 29, 2024 as
a high point of the Graduation Ceremony of 931
participants drawn from Universities, Polytechnics and
Colleges of Education across Nigeria, that participated
in a 13-week rigorous training on the use of Artificial

The National Intelligence

Intelligence to support teaching, research and
community engagement. The NAAIP drew its
membership from the graduates of the course as the
recognized chartered members of the Association. On
the 6th of May, 2024, the pioneer Executive officers
were democratically elected in a keenly contested
election.

Today, during a momentous ceremony, the NAAIP
introduced its pioneering executive officers. These
distinguished leaders, elected through a transparent
rigorous process, will steer the association toward its
mission of advancing Al education and practice across
Nigeria. These are men and women who have made
their marks in academics, research, educational
administration and community development, nationally
and internationally. Most of the foundation officers are
former or serving Vice-Chancellors, Deputy Vice-
Chancellors, Rector and other highly placed officers in
the Higher Education sector. The President of NAAIP,
Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede is the immediate past
Vice-Chancellor of Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.
Other elected foundtion officers are Professor Shehu
Adamu lya (Vice President North East); Professor Nasiru
Maiturare (Vice President North West); Professor
Emmanuel Samu Dandaura (Vice President North
Central); Professor Elisabeta Smaranda Olarinde (Vice
President South West); Professor Joy Eyisi (Vice
President South East); Professor Jonathan Tsetimi (Vice
President South South); Dr. Kehinde Abiola (General
Secretary); Professor Aleruchi Chuku (Assistant General

Secretary); Professor Khadijat Adenola Yahaya
(Treasurer) and Professor Nkechinyere Nwokoye
(Publicity Secretary).

The President, Professor Ogunbodede, during the
ceremony expressed deep appreciation to the visioner
and founder of NAAIP, Emeritus Professor Peter
Akinsola Okebukola (OFR) who is also the Facilitator-
General of the Virtual Institute for Capacity Building in
Higher Education (VICBHE) that conducted the Al
course that produced the Charter Members of the
Association.

He added that the establishment of NAAIP is another

testimony to the giant strides taken by Professor
Okebukola as he continues to contribute meaningfully,
on many fronts to the development of education,
globally. He described Professor Okebukola who is also
a former Executive Secretary of the National
Universities Commission (NUC), as the number one
Education Ambassador for Africa and a pride to
Nigeria.

Speaking further, the President said the use and
dominance of Al has become unstoppable. As it
continues to evolve, its effect will shape the future of
global economy, and Nigeria has been put at
advantage with the inauguration of NAAIP. He pledged
the support of the Association to the Federal
government in its bid to establish a national strategy
and develop a road map to harness the potentials of Al
for the overall benefit of the Nigerian society and the
economy. He called on the Federal Government to aim
at positioning the country as a leading Al hub on the
continent of Africa. NAAIP will support the Federal
Government in its noble objectives and will also
support the researchers, educators, developers and Al
enthusiasts to collectively provide quality services
that will increase production and productivity of
governance in all sectors of the economy.

However, the NAAIP President observed that as
promising as Al technologies are, and even with the
myriad of strengths and opportunities, it has become
evident that it has some weaknesses and threats. To
ameliorate these negative attributes, he promised that
NAAIP will promote ethical practice of Al and ensure
responsible use of Al in our society.

The NAAIP will promote advocacy and Policy
Development to shape regulations and guidelines that
promote the responsible and equitable use of Al,
support research on Al matters, and strengthen
education at all levels in the country.

The Association enhance the provision of educational
resources to accelerate understanding of Al
technologies and their impacts in the society. It will
develop ethical frameworks and best practices to
guide the development and deployment of Al systems
in a manner that prioritizes safety, fairness,
transparency, and accountability, collaboration and
networking among Al professionals, researchers,
policymakers, and other stakeholders to foster
innovation and knowledge exchange.

On membership, the NAAIP is open to individuals,
organizations, and institutions committed to
advancing the ethical development and deployment of
Al technologies.
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The benefits to members include continuous capacity development, networking opportunities and access to
educational resources.The Association will work hand-in-hand with the Virtual Institute for Capacity Building in
Higher Education (VICBHE) for its training programmes and will engage in National and International
collaborations with organisations having similar aims and objectives.

The Visioner and Founder, Emeritus Professor Okebukola described the establishment of NAAIP as another
veritable evidence that Nigeria is the leading country in Africa, in terms of educational developments. He pledged
his continuous support for the Association and expressed his confidence in the ability of NAAIP to take the lead in
Al not only in Africa but internationally, judging by the caliber and commitment of the officers and members.

Signed
Professor Nkechinyere Nwokoye
Publicity Secretary

Acceptance Speech b);ﬂleNAAIPPreSIdem

Today, all of us
emerged
winners, not
because of titles
or positions but,
because of the
passion for Al
that unites us.
Our  diversity,
whether in
expertise or
perspectives,

is a major strength of NAAIP that will enrich
our discussions and propel the ascendancy of
the Association to National and global
recognition and reckoning.

As we move ahead, we will continue to build
on the foundation solidly laid by Professor
Emeritus, Peter Okebukola and push the
boundaries of what Al can achieve. You will
agree with me that NAAIP would not have
been birthed without the vision and tireless
efforts of our ebullient Professor Emeritus. His
foresight, dedication, and unwavering belief
in the potential of Al (and also your potential
too) laid the groundwork for NAAIP. As we
take our first steps as an association, we
stand on the strong footing he meticulously
crafted. His mentorship has shaped countless
careers, and his wisdom and guidance have
been invaluable in the emergence of NAAIP.

He has been an inspiration to all of us, and
we are honored to carry forward his legacy
and build upon the foundation that he has
meticulously laid. We must also extend our
deep appreciation and gratitude to the

Management and staff of the Virtual Institute
for Capacity Building in Higher Education
(VICBHE) and the National Open University of
Nigeria (NOUN) for their contributions to the
success of VICBHE Module 8.

As we look to the future, we will work
assiduously to harness the impact of Al for the
benefit of NAAIP members, our country Nigeria
and the global community. We will advocate
for responsible Al, bridge the gap between
research and application, and empower the
next generation of Al practitioners.

In closing, | want to reiterate that today’s
victory belongs to all members of NAAIP. NAAIP
with the support of all members and other
stakeholders has become the collective force
that will drive the progress of Al in Nigeria and
internationally. We will remain focused on this
great mission.

Once again, | thank you for entrusting me with
this role. Let us continue this remarkable
journey, hand in hand, as we nurture NAAIP,
exploring the uncharted territories of artificial
intelligence.

Long live NAAIP!

Professor Eyitope O. Ogunbodede

President, National Association of Artificial
Intelligence Practitioners

Vice-Chancellor (2017-2022)

Department of Preventive and Community
Dentistry

Faculty of Dentistry, College of Health Sciences
Obafemi Awolowo University

lle-Ife 220005, Osun State,

Nigeria.

Alternative email: eyitope@oauife.edu.ng
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Al Today will be one of the regular columns of the NAAIP Newsletter, featuring current and
pressing issues related to Al from around the world. Readers will be kept abreast of new and
improved Al technologies, applications, pitfalls, and prospects. In this maiden edition, the
pros and cons of Al are highlighted to provide readers with ample information to form their
opinions on the use of Al.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) encompasses a set of technologies in the field of computer
science and technology that enable machines to perform activities that mimic human
intelligence. These activities include language understanding and interactions,
reasoning, problem-solving, task performance, and decision-making. A good Al must
involve technology, utilize machines, perform tasks, and imitate humans.

The world of Artificial Intelligence, earnestly heralded by the digital age, can no longer be
ignored or wished away. It is rapidly evolving and spreading its influence across every aspect
of human existence. Al has progressed from simple spam filters in email messages, chess-
playing computers, and handwritten digit recognition, to advanced technologies like
autonomous driving, human-like robots, legal research assistance, precision farming
equipment, cybersecurity systems, the dangers of deepfake, smart interactive homes, and
much more.

As with any new and not completely understood phenomenon, some people are skeptical of
Al and its implications for various sectors of life. Concerns particularly arise in areas where Al
machines are capable of performing tasks traditionally done by humans. Some individuals
have cautiously accepted the potential of Al, often raising ethical questions, while others
have embraced Al and all it has to offer with open arms and without reservations.

A brief glance at the pros and cons of Al could reorient the public's perception and perhaps
instill a sense of caution in users. The pros and applications of Al include, but are not limited
to, cost reduction—Al automates processes and improves efficiency, thereby reducing
operational costs and errors, as seen in automated billing systems and legal assistants who
spend less time analyzing hundreds of cases.
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Al also enables the personalization of services and products, evident in personalized learning
platforms tailored to individual learning abilities and healthcare customized to specific
diagnoses and treatments. Additionally, Al ensures uninterrupted availability of service, as Al
machines do not need breaks, guaranteeing continuous and consistent operation—examples
include monitoring systems in homes and manufacturing processes in industries. Enhanced
decision-making is another benefit, as Al analyzes data and provides forecasts. Although Al's
benefits span most aspects of everyday life, from simple to complex activities, making life
easier, there are still some disadvantages to its deployment.

The cons of Al include its high production or acquisition costs and potential unemployment,
as Al technologies like robots and automated customer services perform tasks previously
done by humans, particularly in industries that rely heavily on routine tasks. Another
significant disadvantage is the lack of emotion in Al; it cannot make sensitive decisions or
create new solutions to problems it isn't programmed to address. Ethical issues also arise
due to Al's indiscriminate ability to collect and use vast amounts of data without consent.
Bias is another concern, as Al systems can amplify biases present in their input/training data,
leading to unfair conclusions, such as racial bias in facial or voice recognition systems.
Finally, overdependence on Al tools, especially in education or learning platforms, is
currently affecting students' academic competence and critical thinking in many tertiary
institutions.

Al offers significant advantages and presents challenges in its deployment. However, the
conscious ability to balance these advantages and disadvantages is crucial for the
responsible development and use of Al technologies.

What are your thoughts on Al?

Send responses to info@na-ai-p.org.

The next edition will highlight forty ways Al can be used, along with links to each of the Al
tools mentioned.

National Association of Artificial Intelligence Practitioners (NAAIP)
07077691786, 09058132712, 09070792358
info@na-ai-p.org, naaip24@gmail.com, https://na-ai-p.org/
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